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BilioFubis a newsletter for faculty 
meant to complement the news relating 
to the Libraries found on our website. 
You can connect to the Libraries’ 
website at: http://library.concordia.ca 


The newsletter is prepared by the 
Publications Committee of the Libraries. 
Comments and feedback may be 
directed to Alex Guindon, 

(VL-127-1; 848-7754; 
guindona@alcor.concordia.ca) 


Contributors to this issue: 

H. Bairos, C. Bober, V. Graziano, 
A. Guindon, L. Harris, |. Sendek, 
D. Thirlwall. 
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The BIG Move 


The opening of the Science 
Building in the fall of 2003 is the 
first of a chain of new facilities 
which will dramatically alter the 
face of Concordia University. The 
Libraries, in turn, must place their 
resources to support the relocation 
of people and programs. William 
Curran, Director of the Concordia 
University Libraries, sees this as a 
key moment in time to redistribute 
the library collections. “They must 
be in the most convenient location 
for our users”, says Curran, “-- the 
best access for the majority of 
people.” 


As aresult, staff are now 
embarking on a plan to redistribute 
close to 200,000 volumes between 
the two campus libraries. By 
September 2003, Concordians will 
see the following major changes to 
the library shelves: 


Vanier Library will hold the 
concentration of materials in 
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. 


Webster Library will consolidate 
collections in Business, Economics, 
Political Science, and Mathematics. 
Additionally, materials in French 
translation and Spanish will be 
placed at Webster, along with 
periodicals for English studies. 


Both libraries will continue to 
maintain core collections 
supportive of the Humanities and 


Social Sciences. “And of course,” 
points out Director Curran, “the 
electronic resources will continue to be 
available from both campuses, and 
most of them even from home!” 


The matter of selecting books for 
transfer has been the first and perhaps 
biggest challenge. This process is 
coordinated by Mia Massicotte, 
Assistant Director for Collections 
Services. “Librarians are keenly aware 
of the interdisciplinary nature of 
studies,” says Massicotte. She explains 
how any one book may be useful to a 
variety of programs and departments, 
so decisions must be carefully 
weighed. 


Concordia’s Selection Librarians are 
being consulted on the most 
appropriate and strategic locations, 
whether Vanier or Webster, for the 
library materials. This determination 
must take into account many factors: 
geographic distribution of faculty and 
courses, research and teaching patterns 
of disciplines, integrity of subject 
collections and their proximity to 
related collections, interdisciplinary 
concerns, storage capacities of the 
library buildings, and so forth. 


Moving a mountain of books is 
obviously a big job. The material 
selected to be moved occupies the 
equivalent of 15,020 feet of shelf 
space. 7,000 boxes will be needed to 
pack the material, and when stacked, 
these boxes will occupy something in 


The BIG Move (continued) 


the neighbourhood of 13,000 square 
feet. If not the largest event in our 
libraries’ history, it is one of the most 
complex. 


Gheri Celin, Manager of Access 
Services, remembers the 1992 move 
when three locations — Norris Library, 
Science & Engineering Library, and 
Shuchat building — were amalgamated 
into the new Webster facility. “Back 
then the challenge was physical”, 
recalls Celin. “There was no 
appropriate elevator in Norris. We 
pulled books out through the window 
with a cherry-picker!” But he sees 
greater challenges in the upcoming 
move, citing more materials, a shorter 
time limit, and the absence of “fresh 
new space” in which to work. 


In particular, the complexity lies in the 
fact that both of Concordia’s libraries 
are approaching their ultimate 
capacity. Thus, volumes transferring 
from the Webster Library to the Vanier 
Library cannot be accommodated until 
a similar number of volumes are 
removed from the shelves to send to 
Webster. The reverse of course is also 
true, and so both halves of the 
two-way transfer must take place 
simultaneously. 


“Tt’s a zero-growth situation”, says 
David Thirlwall, who heads the team 
responsible for the Transfer Project. 
“We’re faced with a jigsaw puzzle. 
How do we fit the incoming books 
with one set of call numbers into the 
gaps left by the outgoing book with a 
different set of call numbers.” Thus, in 
the midst of the transfer, 30,000 
shelves of books (that’s the other 1.4 
million bound volumes which are not 
being transferred) must be physically 
shifted along the shelves, in order to 
receive incoming books in the proper 
call number sequence. 


The team has therefore prepared 
detailed maps of the stack areas, and is 
measuring all possible aspects of the 
collections. One appointed mapmaker 
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is Margaret Roberston, Supervisor of 
the Vanier Periodicals area. ““When it 
comes to the periodicals, every title is 
individual” cautions Robertson. She 
refers to the problematic nature of 
periodicals which features a rich 
mixture of bound and unbound paper 
copies, microfilm and fiche backfiles, 
current and ceased subscriptions — “all 
these details must be accounted for 
when taking the measurements.” 


“No problem”, says Ciaran Hopkins, 
Robertson’s counterpart at the Webster 
Library. To ensure the move of 
periodicals will work out smoothly, 
Hopkins and Robertson are compiling 
a database of Concordia’s entire 
periodical holdings -- that’s over 9,500 
titles, each measured to the nearest 2 
inch, including the space to be 
reserved for forthcoming issues. 


As far as the Reference collections are 
concerned, Reference & Selection 
Librarian Lee Harris can attest to the 
detailed work, as she is mapping and 
measuring the critical area that 
supports the Libraries’ Reference 
Services. “You could say that every 
book has been hand-picked for the 
transfer. We have to move the Science 
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materials out to Loyola, but at the 
same time, ensure that we have a core 
science reference collection 
downtown”. 


And remember that no job is finished 
‘til the paperwork is done. That’s 
where Freda Otchere comes in. 
Otchere is Head of the Catalogue 
Maintenance section responsible for 
ensuring that the CLUES catalogue 
properly reflects the location of all 
books after the proverbial dust has 
settled. Two hundred thousand 
volumes transferred means 200,000 
computer records to find and correct. 


The transfer will take place in phases 
once the spring examinations are 
concluded. 


Every box of books, periodicals, and 
media items will be precisely directed 
to a unique shelf address. Maximum 
planning will permit the small army of 
library staff and professional movers to 
pack, shift, unpack, merge, re-label, 
and recode the collections with 
maximum speed and accuracy. @ 


Reciprocal Borrowing Privileges for 
Undergraduate Students 


On January 1, 2003, the Conférence 
des recteurs et principaux des 
universités du Québec (CREPUQ) 
launched a pilot project extending 
reciprocal borrowing privileges to 
undergraduate students. Based on the 
principle of sharing library resources, 
undergraduate students are eligible to 
borrow materials from other Québec 
university libraries. This reciprocal 
borrowing agreement is modelled on, 
but not identical to, the agreement 
currently available to faculty, graduate 
students and staff. 


To take advantage of this privilege, 
undergraduate students must apply for 
a CREPUQ Card at their home library 
and must demonstrate that they have 
exhausted the resources available to 
them in their own libraries. Each 
application will be adjudicated. Once 
granted, the CREPUQ card will allow 
full and part-time undergraduate 
students, registered in a regular 
program, to borrow up to three (3) 
items for a maximum of 14 days, 
without renewal, from all Québec 
university libraries, as well as the 


Bibliotheque de la Ville de Montréal, 
the Bibliothéque nationale du Québec, 
and the Institut québécois de la 
recherche sur la culture. The borrower 
will be subject to the regulations 
imposed by the lending library. 


The interlibrary loans service 
continues to be available to all 
students, faculty and staff. For more 
information, please visit the libraries’ 
web site at 
http://library.concordia.ca 
/faqs/crepug.html © 


New Chemistry/Physics Librarian 


In December 2002, the staff at the 
Concordia University Libraries was 
happy to welcome Ms Joanna Duy as 
Reference/Subject Librarian 
responsible for Chemistry and Physics. 


A recipient of scholarships and awards 
for academic achievement, Ms Duy 

holds a B.Sc. from McGill University, 
a M.Sc. from Acadia University and a 


MLIS from the University of Western 
Ontario, which she was granted in 
2001. Prior to undertaking her duties 
at Concordia University, Ms Duy was 
Serials Librarian at the North Carolina 
State University Libraries. She is the 
co-author of articles recently published 
in HortTechnology, in the Journal of 
Agriculture and Food Chemistry and 
contributor to library publications and 


journals including the Journal of 
Academic Librarianship and the 
Canadian Journal of Library & 
Information Science. 


Ms Duy can be contacted at 848-7723, 
LB-285-12 or at: 
jduy@alcor.concordia.ca @ 


New Fulltext Resources 


ScienceDirect Now Available at 
Concordia 

As of the beginning of this year, 
students and researchers at Concordia 
have had access to the electronic 
journals of ScienceDirect. Don’t let the 
name fool you! ScienceDirect includes 
journals from the areas of engineering, 
business and social sciences as well as 
sciences. Approximately 1500 titles 
from Elsevier, Academic and other 
science/technical/medical publishers 
are included. Desktop access is 
available for the complete 
ScienceDirect package of articles 
published from 1998 onward. In 
addition, there are extensive backfiles 
for journals in the areas of economics 
and psychology. If you are connecting 


from off-campus you will be asked to 
enter your name, barcode from your ID 
card and Library PIN. 


The Libraries had a trial of 
ScienceDirect in 1999 and although we 
received positive feedback the product 
was unaffordable. Currently, as one of 
the 61 participating institutions in the 
Canadian National Site Licensing 
Project (CNSLP), Concordia will have 
access at least until 2006. Concordia 
has previously benefited and continues 
to benefit from other CNSLP 
consortial initiatives, e.g. Web of 
Science. The backfiles were one time 
purchases made possible by 
supplemental funding received by the 
Libraries from the Ministére de 
l'Education du Québec. 
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There are a variety of ways to access 
the individual journals. Nearly all titles 
are listed in CLUES with a hyperlink 
to the ScienceDirect web site. You can 
search for these journals by “title” or 
“ISSN” if you know it. For the time 
being, it is advisable not to search 
these periodicals by “journal title” but 
eventually this will be an option. You 
can also go directly to the 
ScienceDirect site and search for a 
particular journal or do a search across 
all the journals. Choose “Elsevier 
ScienceDirect” under “Electronic 
journals” on the Libraries’ web site. If 
you are using Compendex database for 
your research there are links from it to 
fulltext articles in ScienceDirect. Other 
databases are linked to CLUES so that, 


New Fulltext Resources (continued) 


when you check the availability of a 
particular article, you will see there is 
an electronic edition of the journal you 
need. Normally, the match is based on 
the ISSN but if you have a choice of 
journal title or ISSN, choose ISSN, as 
it will produce a better result. The 
Scirus web search engine will also 
retrieve articles from Elsevier journals. 


There are some journals that are not 
included in the CNSLP subscription 
and a white icon on the ScienceDirect 
site indicates these. Generally, if you 
are prompted for a password when you 
click on the fulltext link, you have 
tried to access a journal or a volume of 
the journal that is not part of our 
subscription. 


We hope you enjoy this new addition 
to our roster of electronic offerings. If 
you need to consult with someone 
about this resource, please contact 
your Subject Librarian. 


E*Subscribe - ERIC Documents 
in Digital Format 

The venerable, yet until now largely 
inaccessible ERIC Documents 
collection has now entered the Digital 
Age courtesy of the E*Subscribe 
database. This important collection, 


The Religion Database 

The American Theological Library 
Association's ATLAS Fulltext Plus has 
just changed its name to ATLA 
Religion Database with ATLASerials. 
Commonly referred to as the Religion 
Database, it draws upon publications - 
journal articles, essays and book 
reviews - representing diverse religious 
faiths and denominations from all over 
the world. Topics covered include 
biblical studies, ethics, church history, 
theology and religious perspectives on 
social issues. Available through 
EBSCO since July 2002, the Religion 
Database covers over 1500 journal 


produced by EDRS Inc., includes 
research reports, conference papers, 
literature reviews, teaching guides and 
curriculum materials. The subject 
range of these documents extends 
beyond Education, encompassing the 
whole range of the Social Sciences. 


Users will now enjoy networked 
access to the majority of these ERIC 
Documents beginning with 1996 
publications. They are available in 
Adobe PDF image format. You can 
access them via a static link in the 
ERIC database or directly from 
EDRS’s web site. ERIC Documents 
published before 1996 will continue to 
be available in the original microfiche 
versions at the Webster Library’ s 
Periodicals & Media Services unit (3 
floor). For more details on 
E*Subscribe, contact Chris Bober, the 
Education Librarian, or link to the . 
Library's website: 
http//library.concordia.ca. 


Globe & Mail, Canada’s Heritage 
since 1844 

The Globe & Mail is the first digitized 
newspaper archive to come to 
Concordia. A recent development, the 
digitization of newspapers is a growing 
trend in database production. Every 
page of every issue is digitized from 


Database News 


titles (600 are current), dating back to 
1949. Fifty-five of these titles are now 
available fulltext and full image 
although the coverage varies with each 
journal. The database is updated twice 
a year, in February and August. 


Canadian Newsstand on 
ProQuest 

One of the most popular databases in 
the Libraries, Canadian NewsDisc has 
changed platform and name. Now on 
ProQuest, Canadian Newsstand offers 
fulltext access to all the Canadian daily 
newspapers published by CanWest 
Global Communications. Fulltext is 
available for the articles, but graphical 
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the microfilm and converted into PDF 
(Adobe Acrobat) format, allowing 
researchers to have the full usefulness 
of microfilm with the functionality of a 
search engine. The Globe & Mail can 
be browsed by date and page, or 
searched by word or phrase. The 
database searches for five years at a 
time and all search terms are 
highlighted in yellow on the resulting 
pages. It includes Report on Business, 
stock quotes, classifieds and 
advertisements, births, deaths, and 
marriages, as well as all the articles. 
The archive will continue to grow, but 
a two-year embargo is imposed by the 
publisher. More current issues of the 
Globe & Mail are available in both 
libraries. Webster Library keeps the 
daily issues at the Periodicals & Media 
Services Desk until the microfilm is 
received (approximately 3 weeks). 
Vanier Library keeps the daily issues 
at the Periodicals & Media Services 
Desk for approximately 14 months. 
Both libraries offer access to the Globe 
& Mail CD from 1998 onward (library 
use only), which is updated three times 
per year. Articles from the Globe and 
Mail are also indexed in the CBCA 
Fulltext Reference and CPI-Q 
databases. These are updated on a 
monthly basis. & 


material (photos, illustrations, graphs, 
etc.) is excluded. Classified ads, 
advertisements, and stock market 
reports are also excluded. The 
Newsstand product provides greater 
coverage; it is both more current and 
goes further back than its predecessor. 
The Montreal Gazette, the Ottawa 
Citizen, and the Windsor Star begin in 
1985, adding 9 extra years of 
retrospective coverage. The database is 
updated daily, but there is a seven-day 
embargo imposed by the publisher. 
This one week waiting period is a great 
improvement over the quarterly 
updates of NewsDisc. B 


